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lurks in the background. Plato argued that with the invention of 
paper, people would gloss (Greek for “‘paper’’) over ideas, their 
memory would be restricted. With the Gutenberg printing press 
it was maintained that the easy spread of words would incite re- 
bellion. It was suggested that the television age heralded a dull- 
ing of our sensibilities. Surely these changes may have precipi- 
tated these results, but only in part and often in ways that could 
not have been easily predicated. Is it fair to say that the T.C. 
Macrae describes is a technology that reduces privacy, invites 
lassitude, and militates against ambition? This doesn’t mean I 
prefer a Luddite response to telecommuting. On the contrary, I 
welcome this new technology as a significant advance in human 
development. Still, I do think the downside of this calculus 
should be considered, notwithstanding the many and over- 
whelming benefits this new technology can confer. 


Macrae may be somewhat zealous in his encomiums for the 
new age. Nonetheless, I consider his position a healthy antidote 
to the many prophets of doom. In my view he is more right than 
wrong. He notes, as Jeane Kirkpatrick once did, that “we must 
tell the truth no matter how pleasant the consequences.” In his 
case the truth takes the form of honest predictions based on 
good sense and well thought through convictions. It seems to me 
that in the future business, where charlatanism is ubiquitous, 
Norman Macrae stands as a barometer of realism. In my view 
this is not faint praise. oO 


Herbert London is dean of the Gallatin Division of New 
York University, and director of the Visions of the Future 
program, Hudson Institute. He is the author of the recent 
book, Why Are They Lying to Our Children? 
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